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The barge Nestucca in the Columbia River Estuary, 
December 24, 1988 
Photo by Jon Neel, ECY
The Exxon Valdez on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound, Alaska
grounded March 24, 1989
Photo by Jon Neel, ECY
Photo by Jon Neel
Original Task Force Members, Prince William Sound, 1990
1988 – WA and B.C. Task Force Established
1989 – Memorandum of Cooperation: 
AK, CA, OR 
2001 – HI joins
2008 – MOU: US Coast 
Guard Pacific Area
VADM Charles D. Wurster with 
Jean Cameron, May  27, 2008
• 46 recommendations 
for spill prevention and 
response
• Recommendations for 
each jurisdiction
• Oil Pollution Act of 1990
• Canadian Shipping Act 
Amendments 1993
Landmark Report
1. Share information
2. Coordinate and facilitate 
collaboration
3. Create tools and 
resources 
4. Support policy and legislative 
initiatives
5. Engage with industry 
partners 
6. Outreach and 
communications  
 Oil industry
 Response 
companies
 Public Interest 
Groups
 Other state/local 
gov’ts
 Tribes an First 
Nations
 US and Canadian 
Federal Agencies
 Associations
 Citizen groups
Round-tables 
• NRDA
• Places of Refuge
• Cruise ships
• Green ports
Round-tables
• In-situ dispersants
• Spills from trucks
• Oil response readiness
• Pipelines
0200,000
400,000
600,000
800,000
1,000,000
1,200,000
1,400,000
1,600,000
1,800,000
0
200
400
600
800
1,000
1,200
1,400
1,600
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Vo
lu
m
e 
Re
le
as
ed
 (g
al
lo
ns
)
N
um
be
r o
f S
pi
lls
Spill Trends (2002-2012)
Volume Released Number  of Spills
Prevention
 Pacific Northwest 
crude by rail
 Oil spill data
 Derelict vessels
 POSPET
Source: Railway Age 
Overview
 Formed in 1991
 OILS-911 Reporting 
 Focus on small spills
 Signage and outreach 
materials
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OILS-911 Calls 1999-2014
Oregon
BC
WA
Calif.
Certified Clean Marinas (2014)
Alaska 3
British Columbia 9
California 118
Oregon 58
Washington 66
PHOTO OF MARINA
2012 Legacy Award 
Eric Olsson, 
WA Sea Grant
POSPET Chair
Eric Olsson teaches oil spill prevention
Kathy Fletcher
Founder of People for Puget 
Sound
2012 Legacy Award:
• Featured programs – CA 
Dockwalkers
• Resource center for Clean 
Marinas
• Derelict Vessel education
• On-going outreach! 
CA Dockwalkers
www.oilspilltaskforce.org
AK  Department of Environmental Conservation
B.C. Ministry of Environment
WA Department of Ecology
OR  Department of Environmental Quality
CA  Department of Fish and Wildlife
HI  Department of Health
